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LITTLE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT
810 WEST MARKHAM STREET

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72201

MINUTES

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

June 14, 2007
The Board of Directors of the Little Rock School District convened a special meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 14, 2007, immediately preceding the regularly scheduled agenda meeting.  The meeting was held in the Boardroom of the Administration Building, 810 West Markham Street, Little Rock, Arkansas.  President Katherine Mitchell presided.   
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Katherine Mitchell

Charles Armstrong

Melanie Fox

Dianne Curry

Robert M. Daugherty

Baker Kurrus
MEMBERS ABSENT:

Larry Berkley
ALSO PRESENT:

Roy G. Brooks, Superintendent of Schools


Beverly Griffin, Recorder of Minutes
I.
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Dr. Mitchell called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m.  Six members of the Board were present at roll call; Mr. Berkley was absent.   The student ex officio representative, Chelsea Washington, from Parkview Magnet School was also present.  
II.
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
Items listed on the agenda for the special meeting included:

A. Proposed Relocation of Felder Learning Academy

B. Second Reading:  Anti-Bullying Policy

C. Board Meeting Dates:  2007-2008 School Year

D. Independent External Audit – Procurement and Property Control System

III.  
ACTION AGENDA
A.  Proposed Relocation of Felder Learning Academy

The Felder Alternative Charter School was initially established through a cooperative agreement between the Little Rock School District, North Little Rock School District, Pulaski County Special School District, Pulaski County Juvenile Court System, and the Pulaski County government.  The partnership provided necessary resources and services to students who were not being served in the regular classroom setting due to school-related disciplinary infractions or court-related issues. Operational expenses were shared between the five agencies.  The Pulaski County School District and the Pulaski County Government have indicated that they will withdraw from the program at Felder; there is also a possibility that the North Little Rock District will also withdraw.   Dr. Linda Watson addressed the board regarding the continued operation of the school and financial considerations that must be decided by the board.  
The board was asked to approve the submission of a modification to the Charter under which the alternative program operates.  With the approval of the Arkansas Department of Education, the school would move from its’ current location on Geyer Springs Road to the Badgett facility, owned by the LRSD.  On-going discussions will be held with the participating funding agencies and additional recommendations for continuing the Felder Alternative Academy will be presented at a later date.  Mr. Armstrong moved to approve the administration’s recommendation to move the Felder Academy to the old Badgett Elementary School site.  Ms. Curry seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.
B.  Second Reading:  Anti-Bullying Policy- JICD
The board approved the district’s Anti-Bullying Policy, JICD, on first reading at the May board meeting.  Dr. Brooks requested second reading approval at this time to allow current and correct information to be included in the 2007-2008 student handbook.  Dr. Daugherty moved to approve the policy on second reading; Ms. Fox seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
C.  Board Meeting Dates, 2007-2008 School Year 
The superintendent presented the proposed schedule of meeting dates for the 2007-2008 school year.  All meetings are scheduled, by policy, on the second and fourth Thursday of each month with the exceptions being in November and December to allow for the holidays.  Ms. Fox moved to approve the schedule of meetings; Ms. Curry seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.  
D.  Independent External Audit – Procurement / Property Control System
Mr. Armstrong introduced Corey Thomas who made a brief presentation regarding a proposed external audit of the district’s procurement and materials management system, including contracts, invoices, purchase orders, property records, and inventory.  He noted that the type of audit that he was proposing was different from the annual financial audit which is required by law and conducted for the district by the CPA firm Thomas & Thomas.   He estimated that the audit would require thirty days, with three auditors, and would cost the district approximately $67,000.   

Board members questioned whether the audit would require an official RFP and bidding process.  Mr. Kurrus asked Mr. Thomas to provide the protocols and a written summary of costs prior to further action.  Mr. Thomas indicated that he would provide additional information prior to the meeting of June 28th.  
Mr. Becker was asked whether he was qualified to conduct the audit and whether an audit of procurement and materials management would be within his scope of responsibility.  Mr. Becker indicated that the audit would be within his realm of responsibility; however, he stated that he did not have sufficient manpower to complete an audit of this scope.  
SUSPENSION OF THE RULES

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to suspend the rules to add an item for discussion.  The topic was stated to be the recently filed taxpayers’ lawsuit.  Dr. Daugherty seconded the motion and it carried 5-0-1, with Mr. Kurrus abstaining.  
Attorney Chip Welch was asked to respond to questions from the board.  He reported that he was not currently representing the board on the taxpayers’ lawsuit filed earlier in the week; however he was present at the request of Dr. Mitchell.  Mr. Welch reported that he had read the lawsuit and that it was his recommendation that the board seek a motion to dismiss.  He noted that precedent had been set regarding the buy-out provision in contracts and that the provision was negotiated by the board, in public, on behalf of the school district.  In Mr. 
Welch’s opinion, buy-out provisions in legal contracts are not restricted under state law.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Ms. Curry, and carried unanimously.  
APPROVED:    06-28-07   



Originals Signed by:  




Katherine P. Mitchell, President


Melanie Fox, Secretary









