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LITTLE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT
810 WEST MARKHAM STREET

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS  72201

MINUTES

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

June 21, 2007
The Board of Directors of the Little Rock School District convened a special meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 21, 2007.  The meeting was held in the Boardroom of the Administration Building, 810 West Markham Street, Little Rock, Arkansas.  President Katherine Mitchell presided.   
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Katherine Mitchell 
Charles Armstrong 
Melanie Fox 
Dianne Curry 
Robert M. Daugherty 
Baker Kurrus 
MEMBERS ABSENT:

Larry Berkley

ALSO PRESENT:

Roy G. Brooks, Superintendent of Schools


Beverly Griffin, Recorder of Minutes
I.
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
Dr. Mitchell called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.  Six members of the Board were present at roll call; Mr. Berkley was absent.   
II.
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
The meeting was called for the purpose of selecting legal representation for the recently filed taxpayers’ lawsuit against the district.  

III.  
DISCUSSION / ACTION 
Board members were provided an open forum for questioning the district’s legal representatives, Chris Heller and Chip Welch.  

Ms. Fox asked why the board would wish to consider alternate legal representation when the Friday firm is well-qualified to file a response on behalf of the board in the taxpayer’s lawsuit.  She questioned each of the attorneys regarding their experience in illegal exaction litigation and questioned the hourly rates for providing legal services to the district.
· Mr. Welch responded that although he didn’t have experience in illegal exaction litigation, he did have experience in filing motions to dismiss.  He related that his billable rate was $250 per hour, with partners at $175 per hour and associates at $150 per hour.   

· Mr. Heller reported that the LRSD receives a discounted rate for legal services, with partners receiving $175 per hour and associates receiving $140 per hour.  He confirmed that he and other partners with the Friday firm had experience in illegal exaction lawsuits, noting that he had successfully defended more than twenty similar actions.  He noted that in this lawsuit, the law was fairly clear in that the issues were not in dispute.  The only consideration was the buy-out clause.  He noted that one paragraph in the suit would ask that the board be prohibited from taking any action to unilaterally terminate the employment contract of the superintendent.    

Ms. Curry stated her preference:  to continue the board’s relationship with Chip Welch.  It was her stated belief that the taxpayers’ lawsuit is closely related to the issues surrounding the superintendent’s contract termination.  
Mr. Kurrus referred to district policy and to the standard procedure of referring all lawsuits received to the Friday firm with a request to file a response on behalf of the board.  He questioned whether it was necessary to move from the normal process in this instance.    
Ms. Curry made a motion to continue services of the Welch law firm for the lawsuit filed by the taxpayers against the board.   Dr. Daugherty seconded the motion.  
Mr. Armstrong stated that the board was mainly concerned with going before the judge and asking for a dismissal.  

Dr. Daugherty stated that he would prefer to consider alternate representation because of the Friday Firm’s involvement with other lawsuits in the district.  He referred to the transcript from the hearing in Judge Eisele’s court whereby the Judge suggested a buy-out as an option for terminating the employment contract of the superintendent.  

Mr. Kurrus spoke in opposition to the motion to contract with the Welch firm and stated his belief that the taxpayers’ lawsuit didn’t have anything to do with the termination of Dr. Brooks’ contract.   He stated that it was a mistake to underestimate the validity of the suit and that he was concerned that the board continues to vary in the way it follows its’ policies.  

Mr. Armstrong called for the vote; Dr. Mitchell requested a roll call.  The motion carried 4-2 with Dr. Mitchell, Mr. Armstrong, Ms. Curry and Dr. Daugherty voting yes; Mr. Kurrus and Ms. Fox voting no.  Mr. Berkley was absent.  
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the board, the meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Kurrus, seconded by Ms. Curry.  
APPROVED:    06-28-07   


Originals Signed by:  


Katherine P. Mitchell, President

Melanie Fox, Secretary
